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The Green School at Books & Books 
Cuban Research Institute 
FROM THE NON-STATE SECTOR 
Voices of Change in Cuba from the Non-State Sector 
Book Presentation by Editor Carmelo Mesa-Lago 
Monday, March 25, 2019 I 8:00 PM I Books & Books 265 Aragon Ave., Coral Gables 
More than a million people, 30% of Cuba's labor force, are engaged in the "non-state sector": self-employed 
workers and micro-entrepreneurs, usufruct farmers, members of new cooperatives, and sellers/buyers of private 
dwellings. The sector is crucial in the structural reforms implemented by Raul Castro since he took over power from 
his brother Fidel in 2006, and could become the most dynamic economic force in the country. And yet, little 
concrete is known about the characteristics of workers in the non-state sector (age, gender, race, and education), 
their economic conditions and aspirations. Based on eighty long and intensive interviews conducted in Cuba, this 
book collects the voices emanating from this sector: the workers' level of satisfaction with what they do and earn, 
their profits and how they are allocated between consumption and investment, plans to expand their activities, 
reception of foreign remittances and microcredit, competition, forms of advertising, and payment of taxes. The key 
segment of the book expresses such voices on the obstacles they face and desires for change and improvement. 
Dr. Carmelo Mesa-Lago is Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus of Economics and Latin American Studies at 
the University of Pittsburgh. He is the author or editor of 93 books and 300 articles and book chapters about the 
economics of social security in Latin America, the Cuban economy, and comparative economic systems, translated 
into seven languages and published in 34 countries. He has received several prominent awards for his research, 
including those from the Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung (1991, 2002) and the International Labor Organization, 
together with Nelson Mandela (2007). In 2015 he was chosen as one of the 50 most influential intellectuals in 
Ibero-America. He is a member of the Community Advisory Board of FIU's Cuban Research Institute. 
This event is free and open to the public. 
To confirm your attendance and for more information, please call (305) 348-1991 or write cri@fiu.edu 
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